
Dear Neil, 

 

My son attends the Steiner program at Footscray City Primary School, which the Department 

of Education informed us (via a letter in our kids' schoolbags) will cease to operate at the end 

of this year. 

 

I am not aware of one parent at the school, mainstream or Steiner, who is not gutted by this 

news. 

 

We feel violated by the decision and the way in which it was made. We have been told it is 

because of disharmony between the mainstream and steiner communities, yet none of us is 

aware of any disharmony. In fact, we all just worked together to host a fantastic school fete 

last weekend and to launch a 300 page recipe book. i have joined a bookclub full of 

mainstream parents and my son's best friend is in the mainstream class. 

 

I have been deeply moved by the way in which the whole school community responds to all 

its members. Whenever we arrive at school, kids from all year levels say hello and take my 

two year old under their wing to play. I never knew a school environment could be so warm 

and positive. 

 

As a result of this decision, many students will leave the school. Those that leave will face 

the obvious issues faced by any child changing schools and those that are left will have to 

adjust to losing half their friends as well as the many things the Steiner stream brought to the 

school, including a strong music program and shared festivals. 

 

My son is an anxious child. I have spent all his life literally dragging and screaming him to 

childcare, then kinder, then school. However, after a year at FCPS, he started to flourish. 

Now he goes willingly to school and I can see from his body language when he is at school 

how safe and happy he feels. I am very worried about the impact this decision will have on 

him at such a formative age. He has already told me he wants to leave the school, but I know 

he won't cope well with a new school either. 

 

If there were obvious problems at the school, then I could accept this decision, but the 

Department's reasons do not match with any of our experiences at the school.  

 

We are not aware of any attempt by the Department to survey parents or teachers or students 

or to visit the school, sit in on classes, spend time in the school grounds or get to know the 

school. 

 

Instead, some bureaucrat at a desk has made a decision that has wrenched one of the most 

supportive and nurturing communities I have ever encountered apart. 

 

Our only hope now is that Minister Dixon will intervene and overturn this decision. 

 

I, and all the parents at the school, would very much appreciate it if you could make your 

listeners aware of this issue and if you could find out from the department on what basis they 

made their decision without having consulted with us or visited the school. 

 

Thank you, Katerina 


