
Good evening honourable Minister Dixon, 

  

My name is David Bowering.  I and my wife reside in Seddon and for the past 2 years our 

first daughter has attended the Footscray City Primary School, in the mainstream 

curriculum.  I am writing to you to ask you to intervene in a very recent decision made by 

the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development – Western Metropolitan 

Region.  We received a letter from regional Director Katherine Henderson, advising us 

that the Steiner stream of the school will be cancelled for 2012 and ongoing.  I stress that 

I am not a member of the school council, and I write this letter only on behalf of myself. 

  

Two things worry me about the decision. 

  

Firstly, I disagree with the decision.  I understand that the two streams have not always 

worked well together in the past for the school.  I also understand there was an incident of 

unacceptable behaviour displayed by a now departed parent to Principal Carole Gilbert 

earlier this year with regards to a school event.  However in my experience of the past 

two years, the relationship between the steiner and mainstream communities has been 

absolutely harmonious to the point that there is no discernable difference in the level of 

respect, and in the contribution to a unified school community.  While we elected to send 

our daughter to the mainstream curriculum, we could have easily sent her to the steiner 

stream.  She sees value in the steiner stream as part of the community, as do we as her 

parents.  Both streams contribute in a very passionate and creative and dedicated manner 

to the school, as noted by our school festa on the weekend just past, where despite rain, 

the attendance, money raised, and overall spirit of the event was just wonderful to 

experience and be a part of.  Ms Henderson states that her decision is based on the fact 

that “it is no longer in the best interests of student learning to run a duel stream 

curriculum at the school”.  I dispute this 100% and would be interested to see her 

evidence of this – none is forthcoming so far.  One of the nice things about both streams 

is that activities across the streams are shared, and my daughter has been invited, as has 

all mainstream students, to take part in steiner events outside of school hours – this 

sharing builds the relationships within the community – and this building of the 

community provides strength for the people of the area outside of the sphere of the 

school.  So this decision impacts negatively on the Footscray community at large. 

  

Secondly, the manner of how the decision was arrived at and delivered, frankly scares me 

and others – and with respect it should be an embarrassment to you.  We received the 

letter advising of the final decision made on the 26
th

 of October.  This was the first 

anyone had heard that anything like this might even take place.  There was absolutely no 



indication, certainly no consultation with anyone at the school at all.   I stress this is all at 

the end of October – with not much time until 2012 commences – and not much time to 

find another suitable school for students impacted by the sudden loss of their stream!  I 

really feel for parents and how helpless they must feel in terms of finding appropriate 

alternative education for their children – a decision such as this, if it really needs to be 

made – must surely be made with consideration of timing to allow impacted parents to 

find alternative arrangements?  At least 6 months is required for such a decision as this!  

The education of our children, apart from their health, is the single most important thing 

in the world to parents.  This action and where it places students and parents only 

indicates to me that the department is not interested in the views of the parents – I would 

like to ask you if this is how you would like your department to operate?  If so – if you 

are comfortable with the actions of your department, then I am afraid I do not share the 

same sense of values as you do.  As I said above – I cannot believe this decision was 

based on the interests of the students education, as no one from the department has been 

to the school to ask any students, parents or teachers.  However on the 27
th

 of October – 

the day after the letter, for the first time we see the presence of department employees, 

but only to enforce the decision and to “handle any disquiet” that might occur – 

disrespectful.  It does feel like the department’s decision is “punishment” for the incident 

with the principal I mentioned above – I agree the parent responsible should be held to 

account – but not to impact on the whole school.    It struck me as I dropped my daughter 

off to school this morning, as the newly appointed principal hulked around in a big black 

suit, with half a dozen department representatives keeping an eye on parents, that we look 

at the news on the television of some countries overseas that we comment “do not yet 

enjoy democracy” – where similar decision are made without consultation and imposed 

quickly and without care and a sense of enforcement.  How do we define democracy?  Is 

democracy something where governments can make whatever decision they like without 

consultation with those directly impacted, no time to act in the best interests of our 

children, and then we get to vote out those responsible in four years time?  Or is 

democracy something greater than this? Is it something where the right to be heard and 

considered is in everything we as a society do? 

  

I have taken up enough of your time, and I thank you if you read it all.  I ask that you 

intervene to reverse the decision, and then conduct a proper review of the school 

curriculum with an agreed process that includes true consultation with those directly 

impacted – then you can be comfortable that whatever decision is arrived at is more 

likely to be the right one.  I will advise you up front that I intend to distribute this email 

to my local member of parliament, to the shadow minister, and to media outlets.  I do not 

do this because I do not trust that you will do the right thing, but only because I do not 

know you, and this is way too important to leave in any one persons lap. 

 With kind regards, 

 


